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FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.

WO QUARFER TO BE GIVEN IF BUMTER
18 TAKEN.

Twom Our Own G
CHARLESTON, Jan, 22, 1861,

For the last twenty-feur hours the romor has
ibeen quite current that the long-expeated attack
-en Fort Bumter would be commenced on Thurs-
day the 20th instant. The belief in the authen.
ticity of the report is very general in military
‘guarters, but ss yet 1 bave oot seen suflicieat to
lead me to confide in ils correctoess, It is en-
‘firely certain that Gov, Pickens hus for some
days been under great pressure on both sides, the
greatest from those who demand the abtack, and
whe are to make i, if it is mode at ell. His
resistance thus fur bae caused him many encinies,
and he is severely criticised for Lis course gene-
rally; and wore especially for his new polioy to-
wards Mojor Anderson in permilting him to
market in Charleston, and allowing him bie old
mail facilities. 1t is freely predictod by the com-
plaiting ones, that if the Governor ie mot over-
ruled, and Fort Sumter is not attacked within o
time, matters will rest as they mow are il
4th of Mareh, After that time, it seema to
generally oonceded, thore will bo no dilly-
dallying by the Federal suthontice. Although
Gov. Pickeus may, and probably doe, inclize to
mederation, I do not believe he will much louger
be able to resist the armed moboezacy of the
saldiery, who, in and sbout the ey, mmnster
mesrly 4,000 men, all clamorous fur active vpera-
tious, and thirsty for ghry ot the caunon's
meuth.

Concerning the result of the contemplated at-
aek, were 1 to form my conclusions from what
1 hear and see all wround me, 1 would unduubt-
edly say, that in the cod, the Fort would be
#aken without quarter given the garrison. That
nothing short of this is suffered to be thought of,
by those who are to undertake it, I am entirely
ceriaiv. Indeed, 1 hardly hear a dissent from
dhis opinion; the enly diffiercnce beimg s
to the cost in buman life which the enlerprise
will entail. The Revolutionists Lave arrunged
$heir plan with considersble skill, haviag been
able laiely to commsand from varieus quariers
. meveral expericnced officers,

1 do not understand that Major Anderion is
. mmtirely wilhout eoncern ns fo the result of tho
proposed attack. It ie true that ke kas his gar-
pison strong enough for noy emergency; bat [am
quite certain that the garrieon would bail joyfully
any reénforcements the Government could send.
It would be a wise forethought for tho Federal
Government to have, if posiible, resaforeements
mear at hand. [ take it for grauted that Fort
Bumter will vot be long in silencing ke fire of
Morris lsland, from whose batteries tho Star of
the West received her shots, In thet eveut it
would be practieable to undertake te resch Fort
Suomter, if what I bear is true; that is, that
wpotwithstanding the sivking of the veserl in the
. wid abip cbausel, Capt. Berry entered the harbor
by that channe! in bis last trip from NevYork.
At no mowent after the attack shall have boen
eommenced will refnforcements be undesirsble in

t Bumter, apd no doubt at the time of the
will be the most practicable tice for
weaching Fort Samnter.

A fierce golo and rain-storm have prevailed
for nearly twenty-four hours. The won gyor-
tered at the sund bableries are havieg o bard
time, the provitions for their comfurt being of
the fair weather sort.

e
A GENERAL VIEW—THE PALMETTO
FLAG.
; Pyows Ous Opeclsl Corrpapendent.

CHanvresToN, B. C., Jan. 22, 1561,
A little incident bappened herc last night,

Bullivan's Liland, No respo
the challenge, and (be sentinel
direction  of the poor little beat,
the ezample «f the Star of the
The importcnce of this inei.
reat, althongh it will undoubtediy
by the talegroph, and the sentine!
; the will be toraporarily immor.
" galized by the Charlestoniazs.
slready told you, Jefi. Davis is the
- candidate for the Presicncy of the
Provisional Government of the Bouth. He ix
< daily expectsd bere, and will heve an immonse
_ Aeception.

The promioest topic of sonvoseation to-day s
dbe adjournment of the Lagislatuse, whigh is to
‘tako place probubly nextSstusday, The plenters
Whmmm interiar of the State to
take Aheir seat in Escession Hal, are packiog up
, their runks, and gk & spark lesg jubilent than
@ fow woeks ago. Tlo shouts of drivsoph over

the u?u:m-u frow ke obuexious Faion with
: the North are gradually dyivg away, asd the
#tern reality jmprosses 19 npon the wind of
many of the planters. Tlo market lor hwir pro-
duce, which, but o few menths ago, was the
. Hoens of aipping from ol natiGue, proasats now
Y ul gloenoy - appesrapce. | In their
mind o thinge pro ;jn';-’mm-;e from the emgu-

I

L

it
families: 1. Nov-nterfer@aee with their peeular

different divectione canuot be, it 1s naid, eut
asipder by a handful of politicians nssembling in
obstizre and remote villoges,

tearological interest hon wprung np in the egin-
bow complexion which (e diegyagion in regazd
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y of their property and the welfare of their

aystem of Jabor. 2. Tren command of the mar’
kets of the worl®, Bat the more sagacious
among them begv, to perceive thal in their fan- )
cied endenvor to seeure tho first boon, they have
positively punibilated the latter advantaze, at
lenst, ®or a considersble time, ** What ia all thia
werite Tor!™ u fow of them begiu already to sk,
#if not to enbanco our property, threatened by
the intermeddling of the North with our institu-
tuticn. Dut the North, although wa bave eut
ourselves lovse from them, ery out sgainet Slavery
mere fieveely than ever, while our material re-
sourecs are beivg erippled by our sscrifices ir,
the conteet, and by the etagnation of our teade »
Although a fow ouly venture to expresy these
thoughta, they are uppermost in tha minde of
the plapters, and particularly of (hete.who now

return from ** Becession TTall” ‘o fe remote sants
of their plantations. While the senso of the io-
trinsic insecurity of a sereile Taboring population
has lost nothing of its iwlensity, although teo
laves have, so far, displayed an admirable devo-
tion to their masters, there is now added te this
more or less predominaess ferling of uneasiness
the popular convietion of the difficulty of finding
{be formwer facilitica in the disposal of their pro-
duce and dn their finsucial arrangements generally,
Cotton and not Providendd rules the world in the
nf}‘uhm of Bouth Caroline, and, actiag und‘ar that
puiuful hallueination, the planters bave brought
upon their conndy 8 series of misfortunes from
which they themeelves will be eventually the
greatest suficrers.

The motto = Cotlon s King,” is the war ery
of the plauters and of the roysd Court of Bouth
Caroling, around which gatbers all the family
pride, the prowess, the glory, and the hope of
the natien. The opporition to the North origin-
ates in fears of the planters in haviog their
power wndermined by the agitation against Blav.
ery; for it is the labor of the siave which builds
up their fortune, and their fortune is threatened
to the same extent that the security of that la-
bor is impaired. Henee it would be upjust to
fix the blame of the movement against the North
upon the poor white population of the South.
It originated entirely with she planters, the prop-
erty-holders, and from these high quarters of
wealth and fashion it bas eclisted in its raoks
all those who depend upon the prosperity of the
planters for their livelihood, and merchanta,
traders, shopkeepers, and the like, and all those
who depend upen the political supremacy of the
Routh fer their appointment to lucrative officcs.
Theie various classes who participate o the
movement from solf-interest are supported by a
large mnumber of people who join it from igno-
runce, aud by those who really join it from an
unselfish sevee of patriotic exdltation. The lat-
ter class are the really respectable of than all
They comprise many whole-souled ereatures, of
volenhie vaturcs, sll aklew with the glory of
their country, and ready to live for it if they
can, or to die for it if they must, without eom-
plaining of their fate, Ii is this class of peaple
which eome forward in an emergency like the
preeent, and who inspire even their opponents
with o genuine adwiration for their honest but
mistaken  enthusionn, It s this closs of
people  who urge to  deods  of  heroism,
and who besr the bruut of the battle, while
mawy of the planters are abseatees, indulging their
plessure in Paris, Florence, or Rome, and long
after those of the planters who are st home have
begun to reckon up the fivancial ecusequences of
the ‘coup d'ftat, the full-souled though Quixotie
Charlestoninn patriot continues to defy the ean-
non's mouth for the supposed bonor of hia eountry.
Many of the firemen of Charleston (a body re-
morksble for its gentlemanly and brave elaunent)
belong to this class of men, They are the men
whao in Paris would build up barrieadea with the
rapidity of lghtning, Here in Charloston they
build up chimeras of heroism, snd vent their no.
ble tentments in & mouthiul of their favorite
oathe, ond afterward play a game of billinrds or
carde, sad take n drink in their faskionable club.
house, as if nothing bad ever occurred to dictarb
the equanimity of the Palmetto Btate, This class
of men inepire with jolly ardor those individoals
who have constitutional proelivitics for drilling
and wilitary shosv, and who soon besone, on oc-
casions like this, commandors of regiments, &e.
The exthusiasm thus riade to pervade the stmo:-
pbere, mets powerfully upon the mind of youths
and upon the imagination of the ladice. Hence
the universal rusk of the jeunesse Corfe to the
national camp, and hence the sympathy of their
female relatives, which, of eourse, clas in pro-
portion to the damger to which their relatives
and friends are expeced. In the mean tiss, while
the noble instinets o7 the full-souled sud theught-
less mep; of the red-lesa but ardent youths; and
of the iwpreseionable female world of the Bouth
are used to serve “tho interests of the,planters,
and the classes who dopend upon their .wellare,
the plasers themsely's begin to thivk that
enough has been dove to vindicate their enuse,
and if they could, theysvould be anxicus .to se-
treat, but.of course ei shrewd!y as they hawve
advanced.

While a tendency in thay direction is Cully per-
ceptible, the young men <n the forts, aod the
uneelfish pateiots generally, begin to be tired by /|
ihe long proereatination iv the attack of the’
Iederal forees,, end if anotber week shoukd pass
without a coup,de main, the enthusinsm of the
most ardent would be dampeced, particulasly if
the weather should continue disagrecsble and
malce the out-deer wwork on the islands and farti-
fications & mettor of great inconvenience sud
bordship. At Ale same time ghere in cousider-
able misgiving felt gbout the .actunl feeling of
the pesple ot large in the Beceding Blutes, aud
although Mr. O'Conngr (eme of the most el
quent members of the House) made n glowing
wpecoh yesterday in commemorution of the seors.
siom of Qeorgia, there are not a fow among the
for-seeing  Chavlestonions sho ook upou the
vote of Milledgeville, a8 well as thet of Tulls-
heasce, Monigowery, aud Celumbus, a4 rathor
oxprassive of the opinien of fisappoined Soutli-
ern politiciana than of fhe deliberny and inn-
tured detersmination  of the large dhody of
the people, It beging to  be fod that
the people of the South snd of the North
ere bound tagether by ties which no Ordi
nence of Beeoasion con sever, By fies of intor-
marringe, by tica of kindred and friendship, by
a sppumon religion, listory, language uud litere
ture, snd  relations thus comented iu so gy

A mwtter of eonsidorable asteonomical and me.

to the pew South Carclien flag bas assumed.
My, Weston #aid it shouwtd he white, emblematical |
of the bloedhssness of the revolution; M, Rhstt »
oljects to white, ond propeses bue, Mr. Collin

did pot, Lke some of the most lugubrious wem |
bern of the House, propose black, bat s
strenuonsly opposed sehite, not a1g pon mil-
fary grounde—imaemuch 88 o panaine stil ta be
soen whether the revoation ahall by Woodlesr—
but upon fineLaal geownds, [ Hesr, hear, from
tte Chaiirn of the Committen of Waya nud
Means.) Comsidoring the labilty of doteriorn-

in the pecendant, und hia proposition that fhe ne-
tional tlog shell be blus with & white palmatto-
treo upright therean, and 8 White crescout in the
upper corner, had been adented, when Mr, Yea-
dun created n division by upeetting the white
palneito end striking For green, upon patiiotic
gronpds, a3 *'un evergreen emblem," to quote
tbe Tlop. member's words, ‘‘of vietory and
glorg,” From the poetical sensations which this
green muggestion
wos painfully ewakened fo a sense of reality by
the stern and practieal remark of Mr. De Saus-
sure, the Crairman of Ways and Means (face-
tiouely calk=d by his fellow-members, ** Chaneelor
of the Exchequer™), who said that ** green was

1 an insuperable ebjection,” [Bensation; Mr. Yea-

don looks pale.] It wos not a fast eolor,”
ndded tho remorseless political economist, ** and
after exposure beeame a dirty yellow.”  Rhett's
proposition was then finally adopted: Yens, 49;
Nays, 32,  Among thowe who voted for Rhett's
blue flag with white palmetto embloms, was Mr.
W. C. Black; and among thoss who opposed the
blue and white was Mr. Willun Rlack without
the C. Thus there are in Charleston dircussions
and men of all sbedes and complexions, and the
fun of it is, the palmetto is not at all white, but
a kind of & very pule green, too whitish to be
called green, and too greenish to be ealled white.

The Government continnes to endeavor to sup-
ply the want of mumitions of war by commissions
to various parts of the country, aud even, it is said,
to Europe. If the wood of Mame could now
be trapsported to the forts of Chasleston, Bangor
ard the other timber districts of that Eastern
State would bawe a ebance of undreamt-of
celebrity, Weood in more wanled in the forta
than any other material, and conl, too, is searce
and dear,

An T am sbort closing this letter, the arrival
of Judge Rebertson from Virgivia, en a miaston
of pesce to this Government, 1s announced ns to
tuke place next Thorsduy, Jan, 24, He will
leave Riehmond simultaneously with ex-Iresident
Tyler's departure on o similar orrand of pence to
Waoshington, The venerable Judge is expected to
stop here ot the Charleston Hotel, the placs of
residence of Gov. Pickens and s wife,  Mrs,
Pickens in o Texan lady, of the lighest tone, of
great charm of person and manners, enhanced by o
semi-tropieal langour; anether brilloant cronment of
the new Court is Mre. Mujor Ripley, whoss first
busband was an American Cousul in Florenes,
aud whose notive social gruius bas leen enlarged
by exteneive Eurepesn travel wnd experience.
Ebo is a seion of the Middloton family, one of
the most ancient apd putrician Tanalies of Charles
ton. The hotels nre loss erowded than
they were o week ngo; the Mills House, the Lo-

mwuch

te] par excellenes of plonters’ families, e partie
ularly quiet, and the Chocleton Hotel, the groat
military and pobtical fucne, hue wise lost muok of
jta bustle.

——
IOLICY OF JEFF. DAVIs—eOst O) HE-

BELLION,
Frow Our O u Cotreags ndeit,

CHARLL=TON, Jaa, 70 1461,
Henoeforth n Boulbeon Cowedoraey is o be

the ruling idea. The setiom of South Cuarolive,
vo for am it can be controlled, will be alinped ade

cordingly, Jefferron Duvie, whe arrived hore
this mormiug, came to euforco this ides, aud a
modified policy, He was inmediately called ou
by Gov. Pickeus, sosvral of snd
a number of the wore distinguished actors in the
dramn of Reballion, e urged e importanee of
cultivating a goed wnderalsnding with Muj, An-
derson, smd insisted that there onght to be oo
collision by sn atleck on Fort Bumicer. Wlile
the lenders sre dupered o sgree on sach s
course, the fire-ealers wud the srned mass, who
thus for lave bLed thear way, are etrougly dise
posed to sejeet ab, aid Lave s fight. Wik them
a fight i the grend idea; without it, Beoossion
would be a twlure. Lo adopt tie Jetl, Duvis
policy, theg say, would be te bael down; for it
would neosesitate (lo aveid eqpenss) the dis-

banding of wost *of the srmy now in the field,

which, with an oath, Uxy declare would e a
clvay back-vut—un relearsal of the farce of wareh-
ing up the Lill apd then warching down agun.

If the pence policy prosails, it will bo at the ox-
peuse of misch of the entbusipam thet has up to
this moment provniled swong the mawcs, The
idia of doing nething rash, and of colperuting

with the othier Cotton States for the formation
of a Bouthern Confederacy, s o growing one,

and, 1 think, ds destived o provel, unless Fort
Pickens, ot Pazssculn, abould be assiiled, when
the Bouth Carolivinns would oot eonsent to wait
Jovger. Their boast is to be frat in everything; tue
shightest cireuswtance would st uny moment give
the impetos pecsssary to produce s collision.  The
suspicion that & single roidics of warioe wos o the
avay fromn suy quarter of the globe to reduforce
Fort Sumter, would be quite enough, The km-
wataliene and howlicge over tho strategy of Msj,

Auderson that placsd bim in pesession of Fort
Somter, und oot of their povier, ars pcaroay
lesn pereepdible than ey were ten daye ngg

They cever will oease, I am frmly porsusded.

The privilege whicke ie nocorded to Maj. Andee. |
son to do his marfeting b Charleton caneen te

be showered on the kead of Gov [Fickeos, daily
and hocrly, nn uvtold amount of  curses,

o Btarge them cot,” iv the a0y, Not o sbosk or
& pelalo would they let go down to Fort Bumber
cond the mass of the comnasnly have their way,

The only thing that preseafy o popular outbresk

to cut off the supphics oo the dea whick in know.

irgly inculented, tint there is 8 great sicoke of
policy at the holtow of the eourtesy; nod thet

Gov, Pickegs is pursull g 0 ouaming gowe,  But

the ides f(hat the. Cavernor Ja o very cusaing

waz is ot widely peoaloat,

Bouth Cording would o Tt s Coufedergey

his  QoMlatlurs

of Cotlon’ and Guf States more  teadily than of
all the Blaveholding States,

Slie iy pustieulady
“down en" Vieginla, wd woull roaet haviag

wuything to do with hor. Tha orgiual Sre-cating
soeenionists here are growing apprehenn’se  lut
ie jedew of ** reconateuction” will nitimately’ pre-
vaily mnd  beuce they ace slow to chaugo their
position, or do srythiog that will tend in the

lennt fo comwit the Blube v such o policy. Ouce |

"of the Rocession philanthropiste.

tiop of the white color avd the superior capaei’y |
and enducance of the blue, Ruett sas evidontly |

generally produced, the IHouxe |

ont, alwnys ont, in the motto, At the bottom of
the whole Becession bdfess in Bouth Carolioa
js the slavetrade, ¢he reopening of which is one
of ibe regults prayed for and intended by moat
of {Le leaders. The (,'hri-tmnizinai of f-h: negro

bringipg bim from Afriea and placing him un-
:::-r I'.Img ifﬂul« of the sluve wystem in Bouih
Carelmn, is @ grond iden with a large proportion

The fewer
Qrates there ars in the future Confederacy, Lot
ooly the more select will it be, but the more
probabile will seemn the reopening of the slavetrpds

Already are three candidates trotted o4 for
the pest of President of the new “onfaderacy.
Of eaurre Bouth Cardlina had 4 eandidate; she
| gould, on a pinch, supety gl the offices. K.

Baruwell Rhett 18 tHe gentleman mork congpicu-
| onsly named by those who take an early inferest
in the matter of office. Yancey and Jefl. Davis
are likewise named. For this, or some other
| reason, Rbett looke a little askance at the Mis-
piesippi Senator, who is regarded by calmer peo
| plo a8 the geutleman mest likely to defeat the
| Fire-Kuter, After all, is it uot a little eurious

| that people so patriotic and unselfieh as these
| 8outh Carolinn statesmen are—for they are all
| nothing, if not thet—shoukl consent to have theic
names used in  eonpection -with the offices 1
Everybody Xnows how extremely reluctant they
Lave always been to aceept office,

There ia talk of reassembling the Convention
in about iwo weeks, probubly with reference to
the contemplated coiiperation with other Btates,
Anotber item of expense, soy the tax-payers.

By the way, speaking of taxes, I see the state-
ment that pegroea are to be taxed $16 per head
is having a good run. The stetement is ouly &
tenfold magnifieation; the actunl assessment
being §1 60 per head, which is just double the
rate of lust year. It in well uwoderstood, how-
ever, that the ensuing tax proposes to cover but
a small part of the extraordinary expenses, The
leanders were cunning enough to keep the actaal
cost of the revolution out of sight. The present
experse is at the rate of not much short of

500,000 per month, whereas the entire Btate
tax, for ordinary and extraordinary expenses, will
realize less than 1,200,000, It is not improbable
that in the end $16 per negro will be pearer the
actunl eost of the revolution than 1 60,

Lvery statement in regard to foreed loans is
persistently denied here, especially the statemeot
of the imposition on Gov, Atkep. If it is not true,
Gov. A. will, of course, deny it, If ho  does
not, the people will place eonfidence in its accu-
raey.

‘The Revolutionists Lave, within a fow days
pust, received s supply of powder, which they
stoed greatly in need of, It came by the way of
Syvannah. It would appear that the Revolutioa-
iste themselves avoid slipping direetly to Charles-
tons Before thi arrived they were in a poor
way to earry on operntions requiring the use of
auy covvidersble amount of powder. They now
profecs to Be all right,  More is expected from
Virginia in a few daya.

There bus Jutely been some talk about raising
a regiment of negroes, in order to sbow to the
world, and the North in particular, how much
the negroes are feared here, It is nsserted that
there would be no difficully in getting a thou-
waud men, That would be enough to leaven the
wlole negre  populatien of the State after the
war war over, aud thot is the reason why the
iden will not be earried out,

I bod intended to state that Lieut, MeGowan,
wlo commanded the Star of the West was under an
ent oo wilaapprebemdon in supporing that the vea-
ol Lo saw Leing towed down the harbor wae an
srmed  vessel to sink him, There is no} an
simed vessel in Bouth Caroline waters of any
sort. The steamers be saw ‘' in pursnit” were
of the elase of Huguenot and other Btaten Island
ferry-boate, having a few soldiers on board, wita
wushets, as 8 guard, kept constantly in the har-
bor. The Btar of the West expedition, I will simply
rewark, was budly mansged in more respects
than vpe,

The storm for the lust fow days has been very
svore for the soldiors on duty. Genorally they
Lave comfortable quarters, but a portion of them
Lese nothing better than temts.  Thus far the
service bhas been severest on the up-country sol-
dwrs, who have been put right into the heavy
work, and who bave wo friends near to send
thean consolation in black bottles and in baskets,
with clean unopkine pinped over them in & way
that speaks Woman more elearly than words,
The city companies are often relieved, and return
frequently to their bomes nud fricods,

—— e
FROM GEORGIA.

b
THE CONVENTION—STEAMERS THREAT-
ENED.

Froca Oar Bpeewl Cormeapondent,
MiLLEDGEVILLE, Jun. 21, 1561,

I bhe enorgics of the straight Becessionists were
yesterday and last eveving directed toward one
point—the_endeavor to have the ordinance wuso-
imously eigned to-day, in wpite of the very re.
speclobie, not to say formidable, minority sgainst
it. Every posmble srgument, inducement, threat,
was cwployed to induce those who voted against
it to wigo it, sed the result was o comparative
success, After the Convention had tranmacted
sutLes business of winer importasce, the Hon. E,

which, it is ssid—with how much truth I do not
huow—were drawn up by Alexander H, Stophens
snd Judge Linton Btephens, the latter of whom
had been ouo of the warmest opponenta of imme.
dinte secession, The preamblo set forth that the
wunt of unanimity in the vota on the passage of
the ordinance should be stiributed alone to a
ditierence of opinion 58 to the best means of se-
euriug the rights of Georgin, and not sny differ.
orce of opinien touching the main question of
ithose righte; that there was but one mind among
dhe delegaten on the guestion of sudtaining the
Hiate, now that el was fairly out; and that it
#as desirslle to hsve that unaoimity clearly
suanifested. Therefore, snid the resolution, we
requost pll those dedogates who voted against the
ondinazcs to unile io signing the same,

1 Lis vesolution was sdopted alnost unanimously,
and proved to be a cepitel mose for the leaders
of the majorily. The indueutial pames of those
to whoto ite aothorship was aftributed, and the
remirke mnda in it favor by several lvadiog
men of the minority, including the Hon. A, H,
Btephiens, Judgo Btepbens, Gov, Joknson, aud
olbwre, gave o excellent excuse to the small-fry
o reecde from Wewir position—an excuse which
thty were glad, indeed, to seize, for they had
Lo peverely threatensd sud bullied by Toombs
wadd fiie whippers-in if they held out. It was in-
lereatipg to listen to the oulside talk laat night—
all dny jesterday, in fuct; yeu know that at
«every politial Cooveution iy Bhis couatry tho

A. Nisbet offered a preamble and resolution

outsiders invariably are Mod‘omwiﬁfe"}or speculntion, aud has

and radienl side; the conservative non-delagat-,
do pot take the troubls to attend wpon the (o
vention.  Bo, bere, tho fire-cating rr_‘f',l., oy
great force aboub the town, a0 smong them
Toawbe finds his most  gruable coadjutors, Il
gave the nod 42 ehosen fow, who in turn passed
it to oflera and the consequence was 8 wost
Vyroarious publie opinion in favor of a unani-
mous pigndng, ond apaivst the rash man who
#5uld stord out,  No pames were cailed, but |
the most unmistakable threats wore sigrideantly
uttered in case any delegates should aet aceurd-
ing to their convietions. " They will find out
oue of these doys what treatment traitors gol,”
gaid one of the fuglomen of the Toombs choir.
4 Yes, by —, I reckon so,”" replied the others,
Yon ean have uo iden of the energy with which
Toombs bus worked, or of the outrageons nature
of the arguments (threats) used to dragoon (be
refractory delegates,

Returning to tbe Convention, from which I
have semehow strayed: When the Nisbet resolu-
tion had been adopted, and before all things
were in readiness for the signing of the ordi-
nanece, o variety of motions were made, meeting
with vorious fates, Mr Martin, wio had on the
day before unsuccessfully tried to bring the ques-
tion of Secession to a direct vote by the people,
ggnin introduced a motion to the effect that o
popular vote be taken to see if the action of the
Convention would be ratified. A short but sharp
debate followed this motion, resulting in its re-
jection; it was very clear, not from their words,
of course, but from their sctions, that the
Toombs and Cobb party are absolutely afraid to
go to the people for o direct vote; mot thet they
feor o defeat, but they fear a large minority
against Seceasion.

At midday the Governor, the Judges of the
Bupreme Court, the President of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House, entered in august
procesaion, end tock their pluces to witness the
wigning of the ondinance. The operation occu-
pied till 4 o'clock, and became docidedly tedions
long before theend. The scene ut first was rather
impressive; the galleries wore crowded to suffoen-
tion, yot the deathlike stilloess which proceded
the carlist siguaturzes was broken only by the
seratching of the pens and the rattling of the
parckment. Dutafter the novelty had been worn
away, the tension relaxed, snd there was the
wrual buzz incident to lurge gotberings. It was
mentioned with a good desl of pride, that the
pens used on this ocason were furnighed hy
Southern geese. 1 may have been wrong, but
tbis did not seem to me a poculiarly Happy idea.
The (beerver could extract some amusement
from remarking the manner of the various signers
—a me daskivg down their nomes with a theat-
rical nir, a8 if they looked for a round of ap-
plause at the conclusiom—others doing the deed
in & soug, business liko style, and others tremu-
Jous with axeitement; many signed with lips firm-
ly compressed, evidently powerfully impressed with
tho importance of their act; aod not a few,
whoee literary efforts had been very limited in
extent, squared their vlbows, brought their faces
pear to the sheet, and, with painful motions of
the mouth, hobbled along through the signature,
bearing away from the table on their fingers as
much ink as they shed on the parchmeat, When

e ———
given  the
Union-sasers and Unioa splitters the opportasisy,
for which their littlo souls huve longed. &
late their stagosnt ideas, and to -

: e - submit sach hig
littie pet sebeme, which %o fondly believed, with
tl.etmtlfsud pride of posterity, woull at ooes
pour uil upop the treubled waters, and elevate
ita autbor ¥ tho pinnacle of fame. Little

CourtFlouse politicians, sent here by mauvied in.
fluer.co, huve beoome emboidened to meunt the
rostrum, and, being disappointed at not neeing
tbeir wighty suggestions and eloquent appeals in
the dally journals, they bave snubbed reporters;
und denounced the press ss o bumbug., Not o
word bas yet been said about the ratification of
the eale of the James River and Kanawha Canal,

The Alabama Commissioners are yet here, gl.
though a resolution reported from the Jying
Committee on Federal Affairs was adopted in
both Houees on Monday, as a rosponse to theip
mission, ioformiog Alabams, which was known
before, that Virginia bad sppointed Commissionery
to confer, at Washington, with Commissisners
from otber States; that a State Convention hed
been called; and, in conclusion, that Virginia wag
vut prepared to give s more definite reaponse to
Alubama until the action of said Cenvention, Of
couree, the sentiments of Messrs, Hopking and
Gilmer are in consonance with those announced
by ex-Secretary® Floyd at the * compli
dinner” given him in this city a few days since,
who then and there declared that in the preseot
ewergency * he who dallies is a dastard, and he
who donbts is damned.” It may be a dastardly
thing, in the opinion of snch men as Floyd, to
break down this Union of Btates; but it is n eor-
tain thing that a large number of the good eitie |
zeps of this Commonwealth do not think so,
and thot the messes not only dally in the work
of destruetion, but have n doubt too, and mean ta
give the Union the benetit of that doubt,

There is wot a word of truth in the romoe
tbat an armed foree is being organized in Virs
ginia for the purpose of irvading the District of
Colmubis. The idea of any sueh fllibustering
expedition has never been seriously entertained
by any men for a moment, and, moreover, there
is not the elightest unusual aetivity in our mili-
tary circles, 1 bave never seen fewer parades,
or less military ardor, in this city at least;
and it is beenuse, as & sensible member of the
Mouse of Delegates said the other day, we do
not believe the people of the Northern Btates are
& et of aseassive, robbers, buccaneers, or such
fuols as to leave their business and their fire-
sides, and come down bere and kill and plunder
a people who base never harmed them—a peopla
who have sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, every
degree of consanguinity, living at the Nerth, with
whom they are in constaut friendly sod nffees
tivnate communieation.

You are already informed of the action of this
General Assembly in regard to the . resolutiong
adopted by the Legislature of New-York tender.
ing the resources of that State to the President
for the purpuee of aiding in maintaining the
Uvion, ete, A communication was received from
Gov. Letcher, ou Monday, in both branches of |
our General Assembly submitting the Obio resse |
lutions of s similar clarseter. An eflort wes
made to dispose of the latter in the sume wayj
but it was decided that to return such a com-
mw tion without comment to the State wheneo

the whole ecremony had been concluded, the
cannons outside gave the tidings to an expectant
world, and the erowd rushed anew to whieky.
It in #nid that all but belf a dozen signed the
ordinance, und it is not probable that these will
‘ong bold out. I they do, they may ss well
convert their property into gold, and emigrate
to seme Ftate where freedom of opigion s al-
lowed, This evening, while I write, there is a
universal illumination, no end of cheap fireworks
and cheaper whisky, and thers will sbortly be a
torehlight procession and a variety of the wildest
oratory.

From what I bave beard here, 1 am convinced
ihat the secession of Georgia might have been
postpored at least till the 4tk of March, had it
not been thought necessary to indorse the Gov-
ernor's aetion in taking the forts, It must be
sdmitted that the leading traitors bave managed
their movements in this Btate with great shrewd-
pess, The seizure of the forts was made slone
fur the purpose of committing Georgin to Seces-
sicn, Having been done, the act was made the
basis of an argument which has preved success-
fol in whipping in the waverers and steady op-
poneute.  The transmission of the New-York ree-
olutions to the Convention was another move in
the guiee, snd now Toombs swells with triumph
as be eees the Btate in a poreition which she
woull pever have voluntarily assumed.

From Savannab, I bear that the Boston steamer
Joseph Whitney wae chartered by the United
Ktates, and ordered from Tortugas to Bavannah;
that in the latter place it was thretened that she
wonld be burned if she made her appearance;
that on the 18th, the steomer Wm, Jenkins, from
Bostop, eame in the offing, and that the guard
on the light-house signaled ‘‘n wuspicious vessel
in sight;” that then, when she neared Fort Pu-
laski, the gune were manned nnd loaded, one
with powder for iutimidation, the others with
shot for use; that when those on board saw the
gune, they pulled down the stars and stripes;
and that, on Baturday night, she was burned at
ber wharf—whetlier by accident or not is not
stated. 1 give these reports as they reach me
from spparently trustworthy sources, It is also
said that the sgents of the Joseph Wiitney have
give given orders to the pilots not to bring her in,

FROM VIRGINIA.

——
THE TEMPER OF THE PEOVLE.
Frem Onr Own Cortespondent.
Ricnmoxp, Va,, Wednesday, Jan, 23, 1561,

A portion of our hegislature have it in eon-
femplation to take s recces on Saturday next
until the 4th of February. The object of this
move is to enable members to return to their
homes for the purpose of clectioncering—that
portion, at least, who are working in cligues to
secure the election of Secessionists per se to the
State Conveution. I do mot believe, however,
that the motion will prevail, as the conservative
element still holds the balsnca of power in both
branches of the Legislature, nnd those who shirk
the busincss for which they were couvened, will
do 10 on their individual responsibility, and thus
show to & watchful peoplo their real motive of
action, ;

With the exception of the passage of bills ap-
propriatig §1,000,000 * for Btuto defense,” and
" the issue of treasury noles,” and
+ grsating an ordnance department,” the delib-
crations of the Cleneral Assembly bave been alto-
getber ecufined o the great political queations of
the day, and the best Method of adjusting the

it eame waa not exaetly the way for one sovers
vign Etate to respond (o the expression of ua
earnest desire on the part of another Stale to
preserve the Union and besl dissensions between
the coutending sections. The motion (v retura
“ without comment” was therefore lost, aud ko
reaclutions and accompanyiog documents were
tebled for fature eonsiderstion. What tie objest
can be in sending such communieations to the

Routhern Btates i a mattar of doubt bere: bub
whatever 1t may be—whether sent in a spirit of

ity and respeet, or defisnce and tanunt—they
can be productive of no good effect, Tt should
pot be forgotten that those of the Fouth who are
moet carpest in their efforta to maintain the
Union are jeslous of anything that may be cone
strued into a contemptuous or menacing move
directed tovard the soil which gave them birth;
and nothiog ean be more potent to induce them
to make common cause with the Secessionists
per se than such demonetrations. Fow Southe
erners, however ardently devoted to the Unios,
are coercioniats,

A resolution was submitted in the House of
Delegutes instructing the Committee for Ceurls
of Justice to report a **Stay bill.” The resolas
tion was laid on the table till to-morrow, whea
it will be taken up for a test vote, 1

Times continue very dull here, The weathet
has been very cold and disagreeable for several
doye, and it is now snowing very fast. Unloss
there is a speedy change im the condition of
things, benevolent societies will find abundank
employment in their legitimate voeatiou,

FROM MASSACHUSETTS.

R
THE RIOT IN BOSTON,
From Oar Own Correspondent.
Bostox, January 25, 1561,

Bince the breaking up of the John Brown
wectiug ut the Tremout Temple by the mob
headed by Richerd B, Fay aud composed mostly
of leading Belleverett politicians, there bas beea
a good degree of here, Freedom of speech in its
strictest and perbaps most offensive. scose bas
been visdicated in Juy-place Church and the
Music Hull. Yesterday, again, the power of the
ultynwoﬂmhpwnmumpoﬁ-
ble citivens and elear the Tremont Temple of &
mob of vulgar and desperate ruffians, has beem
fully established. The forencon and: afternoom
mectings were successfully commenced, carried
on and closed, with only the interruption which
every meeting is liable to where free admittance
is given. Hut the meb, finding iteelf poweriess
agaivst the meeling and the police, assailed the
Mayor, and be readily succumbéd, ordering the
Hiall, which hud been engagod for evening exer-
cites, to be elosed. The particulsrs bave alresdy
reached you, and I shall not relate them in de-
tail. Mub some of the preliminary events may nof

have been noted in Tue, TRIBUNE.

The mob of Mr. Everett's frionds, whea they
took posscssion of the Tewplo on the 31 of lust
December, passed the following resolve:

r the of thils i, """‘"““‘""1
h{ﬁf-’l‘:? E:Epe ble pm'o:d, ""“ﬁ::“
I m“t s nbrosd hl:mdk:‘d-u
pulrance :m In I‘Ifh,uwb. wo bav :

“ Weo have determined—that is, the _Euu‘
wob lave determined. o barmeny with this
declaration, Mr. Luciua one of the tWd
Demoeratic members of ouf’ s:-:—:
especial representative of that portion r.

~ who reside in North streel

-countituents
i fhe “Buck Sea’—wrutg fo Dr. L. N

peadiog dificultion, This hos afivrdod 8 wide Geld

and fhe
-



